Chapter Fifty-five
THE IMPERIAL TUTOR
W
HEN Dr JSn had finished his examination of the
Lady of the Vase they went back again to the great
hall and sat down. "I want you to tell me the truth,"
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "What do you think of the case?"
"The lady did not take sufficient care after the birth of her
child," Dr J£n said. "Now her blood is impoverished and her
face is pale. She has no appetite and she does not care to move
about. Her pulse beats strongly enough but it is not steady.
That is a symptom that her liver is inflamed and that her
blood circulates irregularly. Without the most careful atten-
tion, I fear she will not get well."
"What medicine are you thinking of giving her?" Hsi-men
Ch'ing asked.
"The first thing to do is to break down the fever and stop
the flow of blood. I shall use yellow cedar and Chih Mu as
the base and a few other things. I* think she will be all
right."
Hsi-mfen Ch'ing told Shu T'ung to seal a tael of silver and
give it to the doctor for the medicine. The doctor left, and
shortly afterwards the medicine arrived. It was made ready
in the rooms of the Lady of the Vase. Hsi-m6n*returned to
Ying iPo-chiieh.
"Li and Huang came to me this morning," Po-chueh said.
"They say they must have the money and asked me to plead
with you to help them."	%
"I suppose I must do what you wish," Hsi-m6n said.
"Tell them to come to-morrow." He went with Ying Po-chueh
to another room and they had something to eat.
"Is Cassia still here?" Po-chueh asked. "It seems to me th?t
the man who went to the Eastern Capital should be back
by now."	*
"Yes," Hsi-mSn said, "I want him myself. I am anxious
to send him to Yang-chou. I don't see how he can be much
longer."
After the meal, Ying Po-chueh went away.
The next day when Hsi-mfen Ch'ing returned from the
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